Background: A lot of progress has been made in prevention and treatment of menopausal problems but still sexual function, which may be influenced by several factors, need more attention. It is essential to identify these factors in this period.
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MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF NURSING JULY 2012, VOLUME 6 ISSUE 4 MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF NURSING VOLUME (17) Considering the prevalence of sexual dysfunction in the menopause period and importance of maintaining sexual relations in this period, it is always important to have more study in this field (18) . Since there was no documented study in the field of assessment of sexual function and related factors in menopausal women in Tehran, this study was carried out, to improve the health status of this vulnerable group of society.
Materials and Methods
In this cross-sectional study, which had been approved by the Research Ethics Committee of Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS), and carried out in the selected health centers in west of Tehran, 163 volunteer healthy postmenopausal women aged 50-60 years old were involved during year 2011-2012. The subjects of the study were invited for a screening project of hypertension and diabetes. The subjects were recruited from the community through newspaper ads, flyers, and the internet, also their eligibility was assessed by using structured interview. The response options were on a 5-point Likert scale rating system and the responses to each question were summed and converted to a percentage, producing a "sexual rating" between zero and 100.
After a detailed explanation of the procedure of study, written informed consent was obtained from the subjects, then, they filled out questionnaires of personal information and SSRS. Finally, the scores were calculated and analyzed by independent t-test, ANOVA and Pearson correlation coefficient (a was considered 0.05). All the statistical analyses were performed using SPSS16 software.
Results
The mean age of menopause in study subjects was 48.1± 4. The relationship of the considered factors and sexual function was as follows: according to independent t-test, ANOVA and Pearson correlation, women's employment status (p<0.01), educational level (p<0.001), number of children (p<0.02), number of children at home (p<0.03), frequency of sexual intercourse per month (p<0.001) and their sexual satisfaction (p<0.001) had a significant relationship with sexual function (Tables 2 -3 ). According to the relationship between educational level and sexual function, the results of Scheffe test demonstrated Sexual function of those who had academic education was better than others (p<0.02). On the other hand, sexual dysfunction had no significant relationship with women's age, husband's age, menopause age, duration of marriage, number of children and economic status.
See G i n a l c o n t R i B u t i o n a n d c l i n i c a l i n V e s t i G a t i o n their life. Thus, they should hold continuous training courses by qualified instructors and experts in order to improve sexual knowledge and health of these target groups for improving their quality of life.
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